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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Andrew Dickinson

Dear all

It is a bitter sweet day. I am very sad to be leaving Gawler & Dis-
trict College B-12 after 6 years but today we celebrate the best 
SACE results that our students have ever achieved.

Congratulations to Brayden Haines who is our Dux of 2018. Our 
hats also go off to Ellie Luckett, Talia McCartney, Claudia van 
Eckeren, and Isabella Harrald who also attained very high ATAR 
results. A massive well done to all 82 students who were suc-
cessful in achieving their SACE. This year we achieved the high-
est number of A grades that the school has ever had, and almost 
half of the grades were A or B standard – just amazing.

Our students have done us proud. I would like to thank all the 
teachers across the whole school for their support of the children 
and young people. By having high expectations and persistently 
going the extra mile for every single student has contributed to 
the improvement momentum that we see today.

Results this year have improved across the board:

Running Records (a measure of reading ability) have leapt for-
ward and GDC is well above state average and we have some of 
the best results in the Greater Gawler Partnership.

PAT Maths and Reading (externally marked achievement tests) 
show that we have made massive improvements over the last 12 
months – particularly in the area of reading. 2018 PAT results are 
the best the school has ever had.

Wellbeing measures (from the externally Wellbeing and Engage-
ment Collection) show that we have had a big impact on student’s 
connection to school. Just about all of the 50 measures from this 
survey show an upward trend and we have the happiest and most 
optimistic students that we have ever had.

Attendance has been a big focus this year and we also have a 
record-breaking year in this area with the best attendance and 
least number of unexplained absences the school has ever had.



BOOK LISTS - 2019
School book packs are available at Gawler Green newsagency, Northern newsagency, 

Playford Alive newsagency and Gawler newsagency.
For all queries, please call Ph:  85 226 436.

Finance Department

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT...... cont
With so many great achievements you may ask why I am leaving, and I have asked myself the 
same question quite a number of times! Over the last 5 years my commitment to GDC has pulled 
my time away from my family and when I look back on my last five years of principalship I reflect 
on the time my children have missed out on. I have made the decision to step back from the de-
manding role so that I can spend more time with those most important to me. Who knows I may 
be back one day but until then I thank you all for your continued support for the school and bid you 
farewell…

Have a wonderful Christmas and happy New Year.

Warm regards

ANDREW DICKINSON

GDC GIANTS BASEBALL NEWS

There is a lot of exciting news around our baseball team for 2019!  Coach 
Vincent has plans to expand the number of teams to include a Spec Ed 
team and hopefully a Junior team Yrs 4-7. There will be a Yr 8 development 
squad and a Yr 8/9 Junior team. The Giants are aiming to compete in knock 
out comps and the specialist baseball programs competition at Seaton and 
even compete in Queensland in 2020.
The new baseball field is coming along fine, hopefully some summer 
sunshine will get it growing.

Coach Vincent.



JUNIOR SCHOOL
What a year our Junior School has had. We are so very proud of the changes and achievements made this 
year. Staff and students have worked with passion and determination to accomplish our whole school goals 
of increased attendance and attaining high levels in reading. Along the way we have ignited a stronger 
sense of community and a zealous value in public education.

In week 9 we celebrated the accomplishments of our year 6 graduates. We held a special Junior School 
assembly to acknowledge, celebrate and farewell our 2018 Year 6 students. In addition to this, the students 
and parents enjoyed a special Graduation event at the Gawler Jockey Club. It was a very moving and 
memorable experience. A huge thank you to the parent committee and our two Yr 5/6 teachers- Christin 
Valley and Julie Hambour for their work in organising the event. We all wish our graduates the best in 2019 
in their next journey.

We are pleased to be able to inform families of our 2019 class placements. Letters have been sent home. 
On behalf of the 2018 staff, I would like to wish all our families a safe and enjoyable Christmas break .

.We look forward to seeing you all in the new year for the start of school on Tuesday 29th January 2019. 

Julie Stockdale

Principal R-6

Kiwani TERRIFIC Kids ATSI Values award Values Award Scholarships

Peta 41.5 Athina  

Maxx

Leo 

Brejah

Anne 41.4 Hope  D’Artagnan Grace
Julie 41.3 Liv  

Blake
Frankee-Lee

Jemma

Kodey

Kiah 41.2 Aiel-Xia  

Zaiden
Dakota Jodie

Jenny 41.6 Liam 

Destiny
Tahlia Amber

Georgie 41.1 Caden 

Kaitlin
Mia Amelia (Viv Wright)

Louise 42.2 Toni  

Paige

Chiara

Robert
Alan 42.3

Harrison  

Sienna

Nathalie

Noah

Ryllie (True Believer)
Julie H 42.5 Sable 

Joash
Charlotte Joash

Christin 42.4
Skye  

Kaitlin

Justin

Monique

Skye

Maddy

Haylie

Angus L

Alva
Sam SCJP Jade  

James
Julie Mc SCP

Isaac  Layla Benjamin



MIDDLE SCHOOL

Drama Excursion 

It was a pleasure to take a group of Year 10 and Year 9 Drama students to see   Enlighten at the Festival 
Theatre, Friday 30th November; this free performance was a perfect way to finish our school year.  

Enlighten was a meditation on what unifies us, performed by Angels in their 4 x 4 metre Cube connecting 
and interacting with the audience to explore the themes of ‘dreams’, ‘wishes’ and ‘fears’.

 A joyful, poetic and playful performance presented in the Festival Foyer.

J.Peters and A. Karatassa

It has been a frantic end to the year for middle school students. We ran a highly successful short course 
week in which students participated in a range of activities including aerial adventures,sewing for fun, 
fishing,  adelaide adventures, food of the world, DIY activities, library studies, film making, mural design and 
painting, forensic science, indian culture, gaming through time, financial planning and the escape hunt and 
the creation of a rather impressive music video! The highlight of both weeks was the presentation afternoon 
where all groups showed each other what they had learned and achieved during the week.  We are hoping 
to display all of these presentations on our website in the New Year. 

This week we have also said farewell to our Year 9 students as they head to the Senior School and the 
beginning of their SACE adventure. We thank you all for your contributions to the Middle School for the last 
2 years and are looking forward to seeing what amazing leaders and learners you will become through your 
senior years. We also welcome our new Year 7’s coming through from the junior school. We are very excited 
to be part of your secondary school journey and are looking forward to helping you achieve your goals next 
year.  Just a reminder: Year 7, 8 & 12 students will return to school on Tuesday the 29th of January, whilst 
Year 9-11 return on Wednesday  30th of January.  Year 7’s will need to meet their teachers on the COLA 
and Year 8’s need to head to the gym.  Year 7 students will also have their stationery provided for them and 
will receive this on the first day.

From all of the staff and students in the Middle School, have a very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy 
New Year.

Liz Rankin
MIDDLE SCHOOL HEAD



SENIOR SCHOOL 

The AdelAide experience

Our activities week took 24 students on a 3 day hands-on experience with a variety of activities including 
walking, art appreciation, culinary experiences and delights and discovering some of Adelaide’s favourite 
spots.

Day 1 involved visiting the Art Gallery where we were  involved in creating our own Picasso drawings 
at the Picasso display, observing tapestry and painting from the Aboriginal artist, John Mawurndjul, and 
learning how to create our own art using stencils that students created using strings, boards and glue 
guns in the Gallery Workshop. We also spent time walking along the War Memorial and discovered the 
history of Australians in war. 

On day 2, we spent the first part of the morning discovering the bargains and watching the amazing 
buskers in Rundle Mall. This was followed by a long walk to Botanic Gardens where we sat under a 
massive oak tree to have lunch. We discovered the massive variety of plants that are found in the Botanic 
Gardens, walked through the beautiful glasshouse with the rare Egyptian Lily in flower and discovered 
the medicinal plants that are being used by Indigenous people around the world. We loved the Botanic 
Gardens students stating the gardens were, ‘gorgeous, stunning and beautiful’ as well as a place of 
excellent photo opportunities. 

Day 3 was focussed around the visit to the Central Market. We loved the range of foods, smells and 
activities available. Fortunately there was a Book Launch for a Central Market Cookbook where free food 
was aplenty. We all loved the chance to taste the different foods from different stalls. After the Central 
Market we had the chance to have lunch at Victoria Square (although most of us cooled down in the water 
fountain instead. We headed to the Town Hall and then walked to the Adelaide Museum, checking out the 
dinosaur bones, the giant squid and stuffed animals. 

We thoroughly enjoyed all our experiences over the 3 days and thank our teachers Mrs Peters, Mrs 
Karatassa, Mr George-Duif and Mr Merriman.



SCHOOL COMMUNITY

 

Dear Families 
Reports Year 7 – 12 will be posted home on Friday 14th December. 

Reports for Reception to Year 6, Special Classes and Unit students will be handed to students in class on Friday. 

A mail out will also be sent to all families with details on the following which can also be accessed from our 
website https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/: 

2019 School Information 

1. Materials & Services Charges for 2019 have been set by Governing Council at:  
Year Reception to Year 7  $270.00 
Year 8 to Year 12   $370.00 
Polling letter, information on process and voting slips will be included in the mail out.  
These voting slips need to be completed and returned by closing date 14th January 2019. 

2. Material & Services Charges – a number of payment options are available and will be 
included for your reference. 

3. School Card process – NOTE this needs to be applied for every year you are eligible. 
4. Book Lists  

NOTE: students from Reception to Year 7 will have all stationery included in the cost of their 
Material & Service charge for 2019.  
This will be issued via the classroom teachers in Term 1 Week 1. 
Students in Year 8 to 12 (inclusive of the Special Class and Unit) will need to purchase their 
stationery prior to commencement of Term 1 as per the booklists. 

5. Diaries will be issued to all students as part of their Materials & Services charges. 
6. Uniform Policy – copy will be provided along with dates for onsite fit outs and assistance 

from Hambours.  
Note Hambours will have the GDC uniform shop open for families from 9 am – 3 pm on 
Monday 21st January. 

7. Canteen – price lists and QKR process 
8. Buses – information on bus application process and approvals 
9. Heath Care Plan information 
10. Cyber Safety Use Agreement 

Administration and Finance Offices  
will be open to the school community from 14 January to 23 January 

The Administration office will be closed from 2pm on the 21d December. 

From all staff at GDC we wish all families a safe and happy festive holiday break and look forward to 
assisting you in 2019. 

Vicki McDonald 

Business Manager 


